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1 Siculus, -a, -um
Rogerus, -i m.
natio nationis f.
Anglus, -a -um
postulo (1)
munificus —a —um
illustris illustre
petitor —oris m.

summe
litteratus —a —um
trivium =i n.

quadrivium quadrivii n.

acutus —a —um
physica, -ae f.
operosus —a —um
astronomia —ae f.

Sicilian

Roger (name)

race

English

to demand

dutiful; generous
distinguished

one who tries to obtain
something; an asker, seeker
extremely

versed in literature, cultured
the Trivium, the core
curriculum of logic, rhetoric,
and grammar, which formed
the core of a classical
education

the Quadrivium, the higher
liberal arts taught after the
Trivium, namely arithmetic,
geometry, music, and
astronomy

sharp, clever

physics, natural science

full of labor, industrious
astronomy

5 Magister ergd militum cum turba civium ossa conitincta
copulat et in culled reposita in Castello Maris!? urbis ipsius
confinium déferunt, ubi per medias cratés ferreas intueri
volentibus®3 ostenduntur. Requisitus autem magister!# quid
dé ossibus factiirus erat!> respondit s€ per conitrationés
effectirum quod!® ad eius interrogationem ossa omnem
Virgilit artem ipsi panderent; quin immo satisfactum sibi
proposuit si per quadraginta diés el ossium copial’
darétur'®, Asportato ergo libro solo magister abiit.

12 Castellum Maris - Castel del'Ovo, the Castle of the Egg, in whose
walls, according to legend, Vergil had hidden an egg which would
protect the city from destruction so long as it didn't crack.

13 intuéri volentibus - "to those wishing to look at them"

1% magister - the scholar, not the magister militum

5 quid... factdrus erat - "what he had been going to do"

16 effectirum quod - "he would make it so that"

7 copia - "access"

8 quin immé...si...darétur - "but even so...if...were granted to him"



5 magister militum
coniungo coniungere conitnxi
coniunctus

copuld, copulare, copulavi,
copulatum

culleus, -1 m.

repono reponere reposul
repositus

castellum -1 n.

confinium -1 n.

cratés or cratis —is f.
ferreus —a —um

intueor intuéri intuitus sum
requird requirere requisivi
requisitus

coniuratio coniurationis f.
quod ossa...panderent

interrogatic —onis f.

pando pandere pandi passus
immo

satisfacio or or satis facio —
facere —feci —factum
quadraginta

asporto —are

the head of the army
to join together

to bind, join

a bag, leather sack
to put back

castle

boundary, confines
bars

made of iron

to look at

to seek, ask

magic arts

“that the bones would
reveal...”

questioning, inquiry
to spread out, reveal
no indeed

to satisfy

40
to carry away, transport

1 Tempore régis Sicull Rogeri! quidam magister?, natione
Anglus, ad régem accessit postulans aliquid a rege
munifico dari. Cumque réx, illistris genere et moribus,
arbitrarétur aliquod a sé beneficium peti® respondit: “Pete
quod vis beneficium, et dabo tibi.” Erat enim petitor
summeé litteratus, in trivio et quadrivid poténs et
acutissimus, in physica operosus, in astronomia summus.

! Roger II, King of Sicily (1095-1154 CE)
2 magister - "scholar"
3 aliquod beneficium...peti - "some favor was being asked"



2 temporalis —e
solacium solaci(r) n.
vilis vilis vile
vidélicet

Virgilius, -i m.

ubicumque

infra

méta metae f.
annuo —ere —nul
littera, -ae f.
acceptis litteris régiis
Neapolis, -is f.

porrigo porrigere porréxi
porrectum

oboedientia, -ae f.
ignarus —a —um
sepulttira —ae f.

libenter
impossibilis, -e

temporary, transitory
comfort, aid, assistance
cheap

namely

the poet Publius Vergilius
Maro, author of the Aenerd.
Later tradition held him to
be a sorcerer.

wherever, whenever
within

boundary

to agree; with dat.

letter, letter of introduction
ablative absolute

Naples, the old Greek
colony of Parthenope

to stretch forth, present

obedience

ignorant

a burial, interment, place
of burial

willingly

impossible

4 Ad haec populus Neapolitanus, attendéns specialem
affectionem quam habuerat Virgilius erga civitatem, timéns
né ex ossium subtractione énorme damnum civitas tota
paterétur, €leégit susceptum regis mandatum €ltdere
guam?? oboediendd tantae urbis excidid occasionem
praebére. Arbitrabatur enim e6 consilio Virgilium sibi in
montis arcano tumulum posuisse!! né ossa eius évecta
artificiorum sudrum importarent interitum.

10 guam - "rather than"
Y arbitrabatur...posuisse - the people believed that Vergil had
intentionally sited his tomb where it wouldn't be found



4 Neapolitanus, -a, -um

attendo, attendere, attendi,

attentus

specialis —e

affectio —onis f.

erga

subtractio, -onis f.
enormis —e
mandatum —i n.
quam

oboediendo
excidium =it n.
occasio occasionis f.
arcanus —a —um
eéveho —ere —vexi —vectus
artificium artifici(i) n.
im—porto —portare
interitus interitts m.

Neapolitan, of Naples
to heed, consider

particular, special
disposition, affection
towards

removal

terrible

order, comission

to cheat, thwart
“rather than”

"by obeying"
destruction
opportunity, chance
secret, secret place

to carry forth; carry up
craft, art

to bring in, introduce
death, ruin, catastrophe

2 Ait ergo regi s€ non temporalia solacia petere sed potius
quod apud hominés vile putatur, ossa vidélicet Virgilit,
ubicumque possent inveniri infra méetas régni sui. Annuit
réx, et magister, acceptis litteris régiis, Neapolim véenit ubi
Virgilius studium ingenii sut in multis exercuerat.* Porréctis
litteris, populus oboedientiam parat® et, ignarus sepultirae,
libenter annuit quod pro impossibill credébat

existimandum.®

* exercuerat - "had pursued”, "had applied”

> parat - historical present: provided, offered

6 quod prd impossibill crédébat existimandum - "because they believed
it was thought to be impossible", i.e, because they couldn't conceive of
it working



3 tumulus tumuli m.

ad quem

scissura -ae f.

dinOsco —ere

fodio fodere fodi fossum
effodio —ere —fodi —fossus
continuus —a —um
notorius, -a, -um

inscribd inscribere inscripsi
inscriptus

character, -eris m.

levo (1)

pulvis pulveris m.

magister magistri m.
extrah0 extrahere extraxi
extractum

mound, tomb

“where”

fissure, seam, crack

to discern, see, perceive

to dig

to dig out

connected, intact

of or belonging to writing in
ciphers

to write on

magic sign

to raise; make light
dust

master, chief, teacher
to draw out

3 Tandem magister, arte sua ad manum ducta’, repperit
ossa infra tumulum in medié montis cuiusdam, ad quem?
nec signum scissurae dindscébatur. Foditur locus et
effoditur post longos laborés tumulus, in quod invenitur
continuum corpus Virgilii et ad caput liber, in quo ars
notoria® erat Inscripta cum aliis studii eius characteribus.
Levatur pulvis cum ossibus et liber @ magistro extrahitur.

7 arte sua ad manum ducta - “with his art being lead to his hand”, i.e.
“using his magic arts for the task”

8 ad guem - "where"

° ars notoria - a grimoire or magic book containing magic symbols;
some such books dealt in necromancy or demonology, others claimed
to bestow rapid mastery of magical arts



