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1
 Siculus, -a, -um

 
Sicilian 

Rogerus, -i m
. 

Roger (nam
e) 

nātiō nātiōnis f. 
race 

Anglus, -a -um
 

English 
postulō (1) 

to dem
and 

m
ūnificus –a –um

 
dutiful; generous 

illūstris illūstre 
distinguished 

petītor –oris m
. 

one w
ho tries to obtain 

som
ething; an asker, seeker 

sum
m

e 
extrem

ely 
litterātus –a –um

 
versed in literature, cultured 

trivium
 –ī n. 

the Trivium
, the core 

curriculum
 of logic, rhetoric, 

and gram
m

ar, w
hich form

ed 
the core of a classical 
education 

quadrivium
 quadriviī n. 

the Q
uadrivium

, the higher 
liberal arts taught after the 
Trivium

, nam
ely arithm

etic, 
geom

etry, m
usic, and 

astronom
y 

acūtus –a –um
 

sharp, clever 
physica, -ae f. 

physics, natural science 
operōsus –a –um

 
full of labor, industrious 

astronom
ia –ae f. 

astronom
y 

 
 

5
 M

agister ergō m
īlitum

 cum
 turbā cīvium

 ossa coniūncta 
cōpulat et in culleō reposita in Castellō M

aris 12 urbis ipsīus 
cōnfīnium

 dēferunt, ubi per m
ediās crātēs ferreās intuērī 

volentibus 13 ostenduntur. Requīsītus autem
 m

agister 14 quid 
dē ossibus factūrus erat 15 respondit sē per coniūrātiōnēs 
effectūrum

 quod
16 ad eius interrogātiōnem

 ossa om
nem

 
Virgiliī artem

 ipsī panderent; quīn im
m

ō satisfactum
 sibi 

prōposuit sī per quadrāgintā diēs eī ossium
 cōpia

17 
darētur 18. Asportātō ergō librō sōlō m

agister abiit. 

 
12 C

astellum
 M

aris - C
astel d

el’O
vo, th

e C
astle of th

e E
g
g
, in

 w
h
ose 

w
alls, accord

in
g
 to leg

en
d
, V

erg
il h

ad
 h

id
d
en

 an
 eg

g
 w

h
ich

 w
ou

ld
 

p
rotect th

e city from
 d

estru
ction

 so lon
g
 as it d

id
n
’t crack.  

13 intuērī volentibus - "to th
ose w

ish
in

g
 to look at th

em
" 

14 m
agister - th

e sch
olar, n

ot th
e m

agister m
īlitum

 
15 quid... factūrus erat - "w

h
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 g
oin

g
 to d

o" 
16 effectūrum

 quod
 - "h

e w
ou

ld
 m

ake it so th
at" 

17 cōpia - "access" 
18 quīn im

m
ō...sī...darētur - "b

u
t even

 so...if...w
ere g

ran
ted

 to h
im

" 



5
 m

agister m
īlitum

 
the head of the arm

y 
coniungō coniungere coniūnxī 
coniūnctus 

to join together 

copulō, copulāre, copulāvī, 
copulātum

 
to bind, join 

culleus, -ī m
. 

a bag, leather sack 
repōnō repōnere reposuī 
repositus 

to put back 

castellum
 -ī n. 

castle  
cōnfīnium

 –ī n. 
boundary, confines 

crātēs or crātis –is f. 
bars 

ferreus –a –um
 

m
ade of iron 

intueor intuērī intuitus sum
 

to look at 
requīrō requīrere requīsīvī 
requīsītus 

to seek, ask 

coniūrātiō coniūrātiōnis f. 
m

agic arts 
quod ossa...panderent 

“that the bones w
ould 

reveal…
” 

interrogātiō –ōnis f. 
questioning, inquiry 

pandō pandere pandī passus 
to spread out, reveal 

im
m

ō 
no indeed 

satisfaciō or or satis faciō –
facere –fēcī –factum

 
to satisfy 

quādrāginta 
40 

asportō –āre 
 to carry aw

ay, transport 
 

1
 Tem

pore rēgis Siculī Rogerī 1 quīdam
 m

agister 2, nātiōne 
Anglus, ad rēgem

 accessit postulāns aliquid ā rēge 
m

ūnificō darī. Cum
que rēx, illūstris genere et m

ōribus, 
arbitrārētur aliquod ā sē beneficium

 petī 3 respondit: “Pete 
quod vīs beneficium

, et dabō tibi.” Erat enim
 petītor 

sum
m

ē litterātus, in triviō et quadriviō potēns et 
acūtissim

us, in physicā operōsus, in astronom
īā sum

m
us. 

 
  

1 R
og

er II, K
in

g
 of S

icily (1095-1154 C
E
) 

2 m
ag

ister - "sch
olar" 

3 aliq
u
od

 b
en

eficiu
m

...p
etī - "som

e favor w
as b

ein
g
 asked

" 



2
 tem

porālis –e 
tem

porary, transitory 
sōlācium

 sōlāci(ī) n. 
com

fort, aid, assistance 
vīlis vīlis vīle 

cheap 
vidēlicet 

nam
ely 

Virgilius, -i m
. 

the poet Publius Vergilius 
M

aro, author of the Aeneid. 
Later tradition held him

 to 
be a sorcerer. 

ubīcum
que 

w
herever, w

henever 
īnfrā 

w
ithin 

m
ēta m

ētae f. 
boundary 

annuō –ere –nuī  
to agree; w

ith dat. 
littera, -ae f. 

letter, letter of introduction 
acceptīs litterīs rēgiīs 

ablative absolute 
N

eapolis, -is f. 
N

aples, the old G
reek 

colony of Parthenope 
porrigō porrigere porrēxī 
porrēctum

 
to stretch forth, present 

oboedientia, -ae f. 
obedience 

ignārus –a –um
 

ignorant 
sepultūra –ae f. 

a burial, interm
ent, place 

of burial 
libenter 

w
illingly 

im
possibilis, -e 

im
possible 

  
 

4
 Ad haec populus N

eāpolītānus, attendēns speciālem
 

affectiōnem
 quam

 habuerat Virgilius ergā cīvitātem
, tim

ēns 
nē ex ossium

 subtractiōne ēnorm
e dam

num
 cīvitās tōta 

paterētur, ēlēgit susceptum
 rēgis m

andātum
 ēlūdere 

quam
10 oboediendō tantae urbis excidiō occāsiōnem

 
praebēre. Arbitrābātur enim

 eō cōnsiliō Virgilium
 sibi in 

m
ontis arcānō tum

ulum
 posuisse

11 nē ossa eius ēvecta 
artificiōrum

 suōrum
 im

portārent interitum
. 

 
  

10 quam
 - "rath

er th
an

" 
11 arbitrābātur...posuisse - th

e p
eop

le b
elieved

 th
at V

erg
il h

ad
 

in
ten

tion
ally sited

 h
is tom

b
 w

h
ere it w

ou
ld

n
't b

e fou
n
d
 



4
 N

eapolitanus, -a, -um
 

N
eapolitan, of N

aples 
attendō, attendere, attendī, 
attentus 

to heed, consider 

speciālis –e 
particular, special 

affectiō –ōnis f. 
disposition, affection 

ergā 
tow

ards 
subtractio, -onis f. 

rem
oval 

ēnōrm
is –e 

terrible 
m

andātum
 –ī n. 

order, com
ission 

ēlūdō ēlūdere ēlūsī ēlūsus 
to cheat, thw

art 
quam

 
“rather than” 

oboediendo 
"by obeying" 

excidium
 –iī n. 

destruction 
occāsiō occāsiōnis f. 

opportunity, chance 
arcānus –a –um

 
secret, secret place 

ēvehō –ere –vexī –vectus 
to carry forth; carry up 

artificium
 artificī(ī) n. 

craft, art 
im

–portō –portāre 
to bring in, introduce 

interitus interitūs m
. 

death, ruin, catastrophe 
  

 

2
 Ait ergō rēgī sē nōn tem

porālia sōlācia petere sed potius 
quod apud hom

inēs vīle putātur, ossa vidēlicet Virgiliī, 
ubicum

que possent invenīrī īnfrā m
ētās rēgnī suī. Annuit 

rēx, et m
agister, acceptīs litterīs rēgiīs, N

eāpolim
 vēnit ubī 

Virgilius studium
 ingeniī suī in m

ultīs exercuerat. 4 Porrēctīs 
litterīs, populus oboedientiam

 parat 5 et, ignārus sepultūrae, 
libenter annuit quod prō im

possibilī crēdēbat 
exīstim

andum
. 6 

 
  

4 exercuerat - "had pursued", "had applied" 
5 parat - h

istorical p
resen

t: p
rovid

ed
, offered 

6 q
u
od

 p
rō im

p
ossib

ilī crēd
ēb

at exīstim
an

d
u
m

 - "b
ecau

se th
ey b

elieved
 

it w
as th

ou
g
h
t to b

e im
p
ossib

le", i.e, b
ecau

se th
ey cou

ld
n
't con

ceive of 
it w

orkin
g
 



3
 tum

ulus tum
ulī m

. 
m

ound, tom
b 

ad quem
 

“w
here” 

scissura -ae f. 
fissure, seam

, crack 
dīnōscō –ere 

to discern, see, perceive 
fodiō fodere fōdī fossum

 
to dig 

effodiō –ere –fōdī –fossus 
to dig out 

continuus –a –um
 

connected, intact 
notorius, -a, -um

 
of or belonging to w

riting in 
ciphers 

inscrībō inscrībere inscrīpsī 
inscrīptus 

to w
rite on 

character, -eris m
. 

m
agic sign 

levō (1) 
to raise; m

ake light 
pulvis pulveris m

. 
dust 

m
agister m

agistrī m
. 

m
aster, chief, teacher 

extrahō extrahere extrāxī 
extractum

 
to draw

 out 

  
 

3
 Tandem

 m
agister, arte suā ad m

anum
 ductā

7, repperit 
ossa īnfrā tum

ulum
 in m

ediō m
ontis cuiusdam

, ad quem
8 

nec signum
 scissūrae dīnōscēbātur. Foditur locus et 

effoditur post longōs labōrēs tum
ulus, in quō invenītur 

continuum
 corpus Virgiliī et ad caput liber, in quō ars 

nōtōria
9 erat īnscrīpta cum

 aliīs studiī eius characteribus. 
Levātur pulvis cum

 ossibus et liber ā m
agistrō extrahitur. 

 
  

7 arte su
ā ad

 m
an

u
m

 d
u
ctā - “w

ith
 h

is art b
ein

g
 lead

 to h
is h

an
d
”, i.e. 

“u
sin

g
 h

is m
ag

ic arts for th
e task” 

8 ad quem
 - "w

h
ere" 

9 ars notoria - a g
rim

oire or m
ag

ic b
ook con

tain
in

g
 m

ag
ic sym

b
ols; 

som
e su

ch
 b

ooks d
ealt in

 n
ecrom

an
cy or d

em
on

olog
y, oth

ers claim
ed

 
to b

estow
 rap

id
 m

astery of m
ag

ical arts 


